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though she was not able to attend the gather-
As the Thanksgiving weekend winds down and | i
' ing, she contacted her 80 year old parents to I
T anticipate our own congregation's Thanksgiving
— ask them to offer us lodging. No problem, they
28 celebration as we share leftovers from our indi-
* P responded, come ahead. We were 6 ministers

@ vidual celebrations on Thursday, | can't help but .
[ - and they had a big house that they love to {
. reflect on what I'm grateful for - so many, many F
4 share. When we arrived, they said: "only six?" | =%
| people and experiences. But | must say a most ) ) . ) “
thought it was a joke and couldn't imagine how [\
"% recent one is especially on my mind. ~
18 they could accommodate us. But accommodate [
X g
w4 they did! They were up each morning at 5 to L
- v -

| recently returned from a trip to New Orleans make us breakfast. When we returned at night @&

as part of a national clergy caucus with our around 9pm, they had snacks and were eager to

community organizing affiliates from 36 states. ~ hear of the day's activities. Turns out they have

= This national gathering of community activist been doing this all their lives and their energy -3 4
“-\': “ clergy was mostly focused on issues of econom-  Was infectious. ;_l a
¥ ic and social inequality and the call for clergy Whatever they had was ours for the asking;
I- =% from all religious faiths and denominations to whatever we needed, they figured out how to
: | PRI 2 transformation of our country. It meet the need. This experience of generosity in 1':_‘.;
3 was full of energy, great preaching, wonderfully 3 time of scarcity was like none | had ever expe- Gy

analytical presentations, lively music and dance,
and serious conversations and commitments.
But the most memorable part of this very mov-
ing 4 days was actually an experience of ex-

traordinary hospitality.

Turns out that one of our regional ministers in

Brockton is from New Orleans. And even

September--June 10am service
ST, )
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www.uuessex.org

rienced. It was a perfect prelude to the season
of Thanksgiving and a gift | will carry forever.
Whenever I'm feeling less than generous or
protective of what | have, Ed and Vivian will
come to mind as models of open hearts and
minds, always ready for the next adventure.
What a gift.

firstuessex@hotmail.com
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Wed. Nov. Advent meditation, 7pm
Thurs. Dec. 1 ECCO Annual Meeting, 6-8pm

-y

Don't miss the Kingston Trio night at our One World
Sun. Dec. 4 Annual RIM Dinner, 5pm
PFLAG, 7pm ber 9th, at 8pm. Roger Pierce will head up this won-
derful evening of folk songs from this famous group
that starting singing in the 50s!

Coffee House on Friday (yes Friday!) evening, Decem-
Tues. Dec. 6
Wed. Dec. 7 Advent meditation, 7pm

Thurs. Dec. 8 Cook at Open Door, 4-6pm
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BOOK CLUB
nowmmn Zoning Hearing for Homeless, 7pm

. An update on this month's book club: the group will <]
Fri. Dec. 9 Coffee House, 8pm v ) i
% meet on Thursday, December 15, at 7pm, and will be ;:

Mon. Dec. Board of Trustees, 6pm reading "Meetings with Remarkable Men" by G.I. L

Wed. Dec. Advent meditation, 7pm Gurdjieff. 5

Thurs. Dec.  Book Club, 7pm JENNY DUFF =

Wed. Dec. Advent meditation, 7pm

Thanks to Jenny Duff for sharing her wonderful musi- |
cal abilities by playing the prelude at a recent service. f

It was fantastic Jenny; Fran Pierce, our music director,
will be tapping you soon for regular work!

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION FUNDRAISING

Don't forget to turn in your collection boxes for Penn
Westman's RE fundraising project. Keep looking for
that spare change.
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ADVENT MEDITATION PLEDGING

m i Treasurer Tom Duff reports that a little over half of us
As has been our tradition now for several years leading

up to Christmas, we will celebrate Advent with medita- WERT T OS] 2 GIU [ 126 513 GRS 0 UL CES

T RaYs = e e ey o ey C o e ey but it could be better. If you have not been able to fill

out the pledge form, or are reluctant for whatever rea-
Advent is that time of anticipation for what Christmas is pleds

all about: the birth of Jesus and the hope of new life and son, please consider doing it.Even if you are not able

. . to make a financial pledge at this time, it still helps for
personal and social transformation.

us to receive the form as we plan the year and contin-
ue to develop into a full service congregation. Thanks

HOLIDAY FAIR to all of you for your generous spirit.

|
Once again we had a wonderful holiday fair event start-

ing Friday night and continuing into Saturday. We had KIBOU: MUSIC OF HOPE

" lots of visitors both upstairs and down, as we displayed Ve
' Thanks to great organizing of Max Schenk, and three

art and many handmaid goods, as well as white elephant

. . wonderful musicians, our own Maria Benotti, Lynn
items, books, food and furniture. So many, many people

donated goods and volunteered that day; too many to J Nowells and Naoka Sugiyama, about 45 people en-

L e oD B et ] o o L e ~ joyed a wonderful afternoon of music as a fundraiser

. . . for Japanese earthquake and tsunami victims. We
But beyond serving as a fundraiser for our congregation-

al life and activities, it's a blast to be part of, and we LT TR 0 LS DT TR T 0 A

raised over $2500! as the year goes on. Kathleen Miller and Peter Keller-

man were also instrumental in making this a great

event.

CONGRATULATIONS, SYLVIA

-
.
\* Dyer, we now have new front steps and a painted front

I o

About 15 or so of us were at the Beverly UU church to

BUILDING COMMITTEE

participate in the installation of our own Sylvia Howe as
Thanks to a great building committee steered by Mike

minister emerita of the Beverly church. Sylvia served that

» é‘ church for 10 years and left a wonderful legacy of minis-

»



We delivered 160 pounds of food to Open Door Pan-
try this past week. For the year we have delivered ap-
proximately 800-1000 pounds of food. Though we
can always do better, that is a sizable contribution
from our congregation. We will continue to collect
food in the baskets up front as Christmas nears. Open
Door is happy to accept financial donations as well,
as well as thrift shop items at their store in Glouces-

ter.

The ECCO annual Meeting will take place on Thurs-
day, December 1, from 6-8pm, in Lynn, at the United
Methodist Church. | have committed to bringing 10
people! As of this moment | have 6 commitments; any

other takers?

The ACTION, INC shelter for homeless folks needs
permission from the city of Gloucester to add about 8
more beds beyond its current capacity. There will be
a hearing at Gloucester City Hall on Thursday, De-
cember 8th, at 7pm, in front of the Zoning Board. We
would love to have lots of support for this very im-

portant work. Please think about attending.

Why not join several of us for RIM's annual interna-
tional dinner in Malden, on Sunday, December 4, at
5pm. RIM is the refugee project that several of us
are linked to. Speak with Diana, Melanie, Tori or

Tim if you have interest.

The day resource center that several of us Cape Ann
clergy have been trying to initiate has taken a new
turn. Locating an appropriate space for this winter
has been challenging and unsuccessful to this point,
so congregations on Middle street in Gloucester are
planning on opening up for one day each week. To-
gether with the ACTION shelter, which is open 3
days a week, the religious community will be able to
provide information and fellowship for folks who
need help during the day hours. We hope to begin

sometime in December. Stay tuned.

PFLAG meets on Tuesday, December 6, at 7pm.

We will be circulating our annual Unitarian Univer-
salist Service Committee "Guest at Your Table" box-
es this week. Any coins or dollars that go into the
boxes will be sent to support the good justice and

service work the UUSC does and has done for over




